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Abstract— This study aims to describe and analyze the management of character education in elementary 

school students in Asia. This study analyzes and elaborates the management of character education used 

in primary schools, especially in Asian countries. This descriptive content analysis research method was 

done by implementing a literature study. This literature review is to examine and analyze the management 

of character education for students used in primary school education in Asian countries in order to meet 

the standards of character education in elementary schools. This study found that character education 

management for elementary school students in Asian countries prioritizes habitat or habits, which are 

continuously practiced and carried out. This research is limited to elementary schools, especially in Asian 

countries. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Globalization is an unavoidable reality that all people living in the world must face. In the modern era of 

media, information technology, and the tourism industry, globalization challenges the identity and 

character of the nation, especially for young people as the main consumers. Currently, the study of 

character education approaches has developed very rapidly. Character education aims to develop a 

person's ability to make good or bad decisions, maintain what is good, and manifest that goodness in 

everyday life with all his heart. Therefore, in the context of character education goals, there needs to be 

good and synergistic management between the various components of education involved, both formal, 

non-formal, and informal, both in schools, families, and communities (Harun, 2013: 302). 

Character is human behavior related to God Almighty, oneself, fellow human beings, environment, and 

nationality which is manifested in thoughts, attitudes, feelings, words, and actions based on norms 

(Ngadiya, 2019). Character is a condition in a person that distinguishes himself from others. According to 

(Narwanti, 2011), character education is a system of inculcating character values to school members, 

including components of knowledge, awareness or willingness, and actions to implement these values; 

good to God Almighty, self, others, environment, and nationality.  

Character development and character education are necessary because education not only makes students 

smart but also has a good character so that their existence as members of society becomes meaningful both 

for themselves and for others. In addition, character education is something old and new, in the sense of a 

discipline that takes root and develops (Berkowitz & Bier, 2007; 2014; Berkowitz & Hoppe, 2009). 
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Based on the results of research from Tannir and Al-Hroub (2013) on elementary school students in 

Kuwait, it shows that character building in schools is very important. It also requires that there needs to be 

professional development of teachers to train them to teach character education to students from different 

ability groups. 

Management of character education through culture is an effort to educate students to have a good 

understanding so that they can behave applicable norms. The management of character education through 

culture is expected to produce people who can make decisions and are responsible for every decision taken 

(Agboola & Tsai, 2012). 

Student character is related to moral actions related to individual fundamental beliefs and attitudes (Sarros 

& Cooper, 2006). The formation of student character can be directed through activities in the teaching and 

learning process (Marini, 2019). A study conducted by Milson & Mehlig (2002) found that teachers in 

primary schools were more effective in character education. The positive character of students can be 

encouraged by the application of character building in the teaching and learning process (Marini, 2019; 

Izfanna and Hisyam, 2012). 

Character buildings programs can increase students' positive behavior (Thompson, 2002). The positive 

character development of students can be carried out in the teaching and learning process, school culture, 

extracurricular activities, and community involvement (Marini, 2019; Oktarina, Widiyanto, and Soekardi, 

2015).  

Character education applied in religious school culture can develop students' religious character (Marini, 

2018). According to Gaol (2017) there are eight indicators of student character assessment, including: (1) 

not giving up, (2) being independent, (3) trying on their own, (4) giving opinions, (5) being responsible, (6) 

communication, ( 7) helping others, and ( 8) idealism. 

Elementary school as one of the formal educational institutions organized by the government is an 

institution that has a strategic role in achieving these goals. As a primary level educational institution, an 

elementary school is a place where the foundation of character building of students can be institutionalized.  

To support this goal, schools must also have effective and well-targeted socialization of the nation's 

character education model. Efforts to develop the practice of character building are important to overcome 

the moral and character crises that occur both at the individual and collective levels, which are reflected in 

educational institutions ranging from elementary schools to universities.  

Therefore, to shape the culture and character of the nation, educational programs and processes cannot be 

separated from environmental factors, including community values, culture, and humanity.  

This literature review tries to analyze how the management of character education is for elementary school 

students. Thus, the main research question for this study is “How is the management of character education 

in elementary school students in Asia?” 

http://www.mijrd.com/
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II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

A. Character Education Management 

Management is a social process that deals with the overall human effort with the help of other humans and 

other sources, using efficient and effective methods to achieve predetermined goals (Hamalik, 2010:16).  

Educational management is defined as the overall process of joint activities in the field of education which 

includes planning, organizing, directing, reporting, coordinating, monitoring, and evaluating using 

available infrastructure, both personnel, material, and spiritual to achieve educational goals effectively and 

efficiently (Nata, 2008: 24). 

Character is shaped by behavioral traits and informs all human interactions. Character is not only a mental 

state, but is formed from mental, moral, and spiritual components (Anshori, 2014: 89). Character education 

is the accumulation of knowledge and wisdom needed to create prosperity and harmony, thereby ensuring 

the smooth functioning of society (Rokhman et al., 2014: 1163). 

This enables students to adopt certain traits and internalize certain values, which are reflected through 

their thoughts, emotions, and behavior (Rawana et al., 2011: 140). The Child Development Project (CDP) is 

another character program that has been adopted by several American schools (Watson, 2006). It promotes 

students’ social, emotional, ethical, and intellectual development of students. Program effects were 

examined at the elementary level and demonstrated a long-term positive effect on student self-esteem. 

According to Alexander (2001: 67), character education teaches students values such as accountability, 

responsibility, discipline, patience, and perseverance. The family is the front line in character education, so 

it becomes an effective means of conveying values and beliefs (Hyoscyamina, 2011; Purwaningsih, 2010; 

Suarmini et al., 2016; Subianto, 2013). 

Likewise, schools not only function to transfer knowledge to students, but also to shape the attitudes, 

behaviors, characters, and abilities of future generations (Rokhman, 2014:1161). Social and religious 

institutions are equally important in character education (Haningsih, 2008; Nurmalisa & Adha, 2003). 

According to Lickona (1996), character education is a powerful medium to motivate democratic life, which 

is a reflection of the human character that grows within each individual in the context of collective life. 

Linda (1995) explains that these values are “existence values” and “giving values”. The values of being are 

values that are embedded in ourselves that develop into the actions and ways we treat others, for example: 

honest, kind, peaceful, reliable, disciplined, and within limits.  

The value of giving is the value that needs to be practiced or given; taking into account that what will be 

received is the same as what will be given, for example, loyalty, trust, respect, love, compassion, sensitivity, 

selflessness, benevolence, friendliness, justice, and generosity. Based on the explanation above, it can be 

concluded that the management of character education is an overall effort, using effective methods to form 

good behavior by teaching values and norms of life from an early age. 

http://www.mijrd.com/
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B. Elementary School Students 

Children at the age of around 7-13 years are the period of the second fastest growth after toddlers. Children 

are more active in choosing the preferred food or are called active consumers. Energy needs are greater 

because they do more physical activities, such as sports, playing, or helping their parents (Istiany and 

Rusilanti, 2013). The elementary school ages period is divided into low grades (grades 1, 2, and 3) and high 

grades students (grades 4, 5, and 6). wider (Sudarmawan, 2013). 

When children enter school, they begin to gain the ability to relate a series of events to describe mental 

expressions that can be expressed verbally or symbolically. This stage is termed the concrete operational 

stage according to Piaget. At this stage, children can use thought processes to experience events and actions 

(Harlimsyah, 2007). 

In addition, children's knowledge will increase rapidly with age, the skills mastered are increasingly 

diverse. Children's interest in this period is mainly focused on everything that is dynamically moving. The 

implication is that children tend to carry out various activities that will be useful in the process of their 

future development (Jatmika, 2005). 

III. RESEARCH METHODS 

The method used in this research is a descriptive content analysis study, which is an analysis that aims to 

describe the main content based on the collection of information obtained (Herliandry, Nurhasanah, Suban, 

& Kuswanto, 2020). The information in question comes from various scientific articles related to the 

management of character education on elementary school students.  

The scientific papers are obtained from several sources, such as national journals and international 

journals.  The data and information obtained are then collected and analyzed and concluded so as to get a 

recommendation as a literature study. 

This literature review focuses on the relationship between the management of character education, 

especially in elementary school students. Thus, this literature review is built by gathering and filtering 

literature under the following conditions and search keys: 

a. Management of character education: 361.000 results 

b. Character education: 1.230.000 results 

c. Character: 1.690.000 results 

d. Elementary school students: 607.000 results 

e. Range of research year between 2015-2022 

Thus, there are 15 articles analyzed in this paper. This article is mainly about character education 

management and how character education management affects output and how effective character 

education is for developing human resources from an early age. Most importantly, the subjects especially 

teachers or students around Asian countries are the subject of this paper. The reviews are written below: 

http://www.mijrd.com/
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Table 1:  Character Education Management on Elementary School Students 

Author and 

Year 

Title Country Method Sample Result 

Masnia, 
Fitriyani, and 
Ji Bing (2018) 

Conceptual 
Analysis of 
Character 
Education with 
Integrated 
Quality Insight 
in Indonesia 

Indonesia Descriptive 
Qualitative 

20 Articles 
about 
character 
education 

The nature of 
character education 
for Indonesia 
Character education 
is education that 
balances science 
(science and 
technology) and the 
religion knowledge, 
so that people have 
the awareness to do 
the best or 
excellence, and able 
to act according to 
their potential and 
awareness. 

Pattaro, C. 
(2016) 

Character 
Education: 
Themes and 
Research. An 
Academic 
Literature 
Review 

Italy Literature 
Review 

145 peer-
reviewed 
academic 
journals 
about 
character 
education 

Character education 
approaches when 
implemented 
rigorously and with a 
scientific foundation 
can facilitate an 
effective learning 
process, can have a 
positive effect both 
on prosocial values 
and academic 
achievement and can 
reduce at risk 
behavior. 

Fathinnaufal 
and Hidayati 
(2020) 

The 
Implementation 
of Character 
Education in 
Elementary 
School 

Indonesia Qualitative  The 
principals of 
elementary 
school 006 
Sangkulirang 

Implementation of 
character education 
in Public Elementary 
School 006 has been 
going well, such as 
the civilization 
process students 
pray before starting 
learning activities, 
taking pickets 
alternately with 
classmates, reviving 
greetings culture 
greet and smile, 
conduct Dhuhr 
prayer at school, 
commemorate 
national and religious 
holidays and this is 
also supported by 
extracurricular 
activitie. 
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Marsakha, 
Hariri, and 
Sowiyah 
(2021) 

Management of 
Character 
Educaion in 
School: A 
Literature 
Riview 

Indonesia Literature 
Review 

22 articles  
about the 
management 
of  character  
education 

The character 
education 
management in 
school is one way to 
anticipate and 
minimize the nation's 
moral decline which 
is a problem in the 
world of education. 

Fitri, Akbar, 
and 
Madhakomala 
(2018) 

Character 
Educational 
Management (A 
Case Study in 
The Elementary 
School 
Penyengat 
Island) 

Indonesia Qualitative Students and 
teachers at 
the 
elementary 
school 
Penyengat 
Island 

In the management of 
the implementation 
of character 
education in 
Penyengat Island has 
been running well 
seen from the aspects 
of curriculum 
implementation, 
educators, 
infrastructure 
facilities, and student 
affairs. 

Chowdhury 
(2016) 

Emphasizing 
Morals, Values, 
Ethics, and 
Character 
Education in 
Science 
Education and 
Science 
Teaching 

Malaysia Qualitative University 
Islamic in 
Malaysia 

Students can develop 
higher awareness of 
social implications of 
their science studies, 
become self‐
dependent 
individuals, and be 
able to recognize, 
accept and 
internalize their roles 
indecision making 

Sukardi, I. 
(2016) 

Character 
Education 
Based on 
Religous Value: 
an Islamic 
Perpective 

Indonesia Qualitative  Islamic 
school in 
Indonesia 

Islam as religious 
affiliation of the 
population in 
Indonesia has 
actually provide a 
source of very rich 
character education 
concept. 

Muttaqin, 
Raharjo, and 
Masturi 
(2018) 

The 
Implementation 
Main Values of 
Character 
Education 
Reinforcement 
in Elementary 
School 

Indonesia  Descriptive 
Qualitative 

The 
elementary 
schools 
located in 
Semarang, 
Indonesia 

The Character 
Education 
Reinforcement offers 
the character 
education as the core 
in the 
implementation of 
education within the 
elementary school. 

Heriyanto, 
Satori, 
Komariah, 
and Suryana 
(2019) 

Character 
Education in 
The Era of 
Industrial 
Revolution 4.0 

Indonesia  Qualitative  30 students 
and 20 
parents in a 
Bandung 

Character education 
is still needed and 
relevant, the 
implementation of 
character education 
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and Its 
Relevance to 
The High 
School Learning 
Transformation 
Process 

Christian 
High School. 

in the IR 4.0 era must 
not only be 
conceptual, but it 
must also be holistic, 
involving all parties, 
actual, supported by 
facilities and 
infrastructure, and 
designed with 
measurable 
standards. 

Muassomah, 
Abdullah, 
Istiadah, 
Mujahidin, 
Masnawi and 
Sahrah 
(2020) 

Believe in 
Literature: 
Character 
Education for 
Indonesia's 
Youth 

Indonesia Qualitative 32 students 
and 20 
teachers at  a  
senior high  
school in  
Malang,  
Indonesia 

Through the 
application of 
literature as a 
medium for and 
approach to 
character education, 
students' cognitive, 
affective, and 
psychomotor 
intelligences were 
improved 

Benninga, 
Berkowitz, 
Kuehn, and 
Smith (2003) 

The 
Relationship of 
Character 
Education 
Implementation 
and Academic 
Achievement in 
Elementary 
Schools 

California Quantitative 681 
elementary 
schools 
applying for 
the California 
Distinguished 
Schools 
Award in 
2000 

Quality character 
education is good 
academic education 
is bolstered by 
findings that 
educational 
interventions with 
character-related 
themes produce a 
range of effects that 
are linked to effective 
schooling 

Tannir and 
Al-Hround 
(2015) 

Effects of 
Character 
Education on 
The Self-
Esteem of 
Intellectually 
Able and Less 
Able 
Elementary 
Students in 
Kuwait 

Kuwait Quantitative 39 students 
of 
elementary 
school in 
Kuwait 

The character 
education program 
had benefited the 
intellectually able 
more than the 
intellectually less 
able students. 

Milson and 
Mehlig (2015) 

Elementary 
School 
Teachers' Sense 
of Efficacy for 
Character 
Education 

United 
Kingdom 

Quantitative 254 
elementary 
school 
teachers in a 
large 
midwestern  
suburban  
school 
district 

Elementary school 
teachers feel 
efficacious about 
most aspects of 
character  education 
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Rawana, 
Franks, 
Brownlee, 
Rawana, and 
Neckoway 
(2015)   

The Application 
of A Strength-
Based 
Approach  of 
Students' 
Behaviours to 
The  
Development of 
A Character 
Education 
Curriculum For 
Elementary and 
Secondary 
Schools 

Canada  Qualitative Elementary 
and 
Secondary 
Schools In 
Canada 

Achieve the goals of 
charact by 
developing a 
curriculum of 
character education 
that is based upon 
students' strengths in 
multiple domains of 
functioning 

Suherman 
(2017) 

The 
Implementation 
of Character 
Education 
Values in 
Integrated 
Physical 
Education 
Subject in 
Elementary 
School 

Indonesia  Research 
and 
Development 
(R&D) 

34 students 
of state 
elementary 
school 
Panyingkiran 
III in 
Sumedang 
Regency. 

Character values can 
be implemented in 
physical education in 
elementary schools in 
Sumedang Regency. 

 

IV. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

This section reports the results and discussion of the articles reviewed. The analysis shows that most of the 

articles focus on how the management of character education is built in elementary schools so that it can 

affect the quality of children's behavior in social life. It can be seen from the articles reviewed that 

educational management is the mobilization of all educational resources to achieve predetermined 

educational goals. Educational management is divided into four management functions, namely planning, 

organizing, actuating, and controlling (POAC) (Terry, 1978). 

Taking the example of the curriculum planning implemented at the Panyingkiran III public elementary 

school in Sumedang Regency, the planning stage of designing the implementation of integrated character 

values in all subjects in elementary schools consists of the following syntax. First, analyzing student needs 

based on the implementation of character values. Second, add activities that are loaded with character 

values in several integrated learning activities. Third, evaluate character-based learning which will be 

added or reduced according to student needs (Suherman, 2018).  

The strategies of the implementation of character education at school have to take an integrated path.  First, 

integrating character education content formulated into all subjects. Second, integrating character 

education into daily school activities. Third, integrating the character education into structured or planned 

activities. Fourth, building communication and cooperation between schools and parents (Lickona, 1996). 

Organizing is carried out in the application of character education in elementary schools with the aim of 

http://www.mijrd.com/


 
Volume: 01 | Issue: 04 | 2022 - Open Access - Website: www.mijrd.com - ISSN: 2583-0406 

 

 

Multidisciplinary International 

Journal of Research and Development 

16 All rights are reserved by www.mijrd.com 

dividing a large activity into more specific activities. Organizing makes it easier for managers to monitor 

and determine the people needed to carry out the tasks that have been divided. This is relevant to the 

statement of Panoyo et al (2019); Laksana (2016) that organizing is done by distributing tasks to all school 

members in strengthening character education so that it is easier to supervise the implementation of the 

tasks that have been given. 

The movement in character education management begins with teacher training programs that can 

demonstrate that teachers can address issues related to morals, values and ethics, and articulate different 

pedagogical approaches to address them. Teacher training may be aimed at dealing effectively when 

students' morals, values and ethics clash with other students and Western teachers and science. 

Teachers should be careful when debatable discussions develop in classrooms where many students may 

have different morals, values, and ethics on this sensitive issue. A sensitive teacher who acts as a good 

facilitator can handle situations of differences in moral, value and ethical differences among students; and 

will seek to prevent students from adopting certain morals, values and ethics (Chowdhury, 20616). 

Lastly, the control or supervision in the management of character education in the activities of culture and 

habituation are directly carried out by all school components, especially teachers and education staff. The 

teacher in charge of cultivation and habituation activities plays a very strategic role, especially in 

supervising the course of activities so that they are as planned (Ngadiya, 2019). 

The broad conclusion from this review is that the character education of students carried out by schools, 

both in the classroom through the learning process and in the school environment through habituation and 

coaching, is always carried out with improvement and reflection efforts.  

So that the character education that is instilled in elementary school students can be applied in social life 

from an early age. Like other studies, this review has limitations such as its focus on the Asian region; 

discussed a lot of studies in Indonesia, especially the management of character education. 

V. CONCLUSION 

Based on the results of the review and discussion, it can be concluded that character education is the 

education of values, character, morals, and character, which aims to develop students' abilities in making 

good and bad decisions, maintaining what is good, and realizing that goodness in everyday life by 

wholeheartedly.  

Character education management must involve all parties by applying management principles, namely, 

planning, organizing, actuating, and controlling. 

In addition, instilling character education must also involve aspects of good knowledge, having good moral 

feelings, and good behavior. Thus, character education is closely related to habitat or habits, which are 

continuously practiced and carried out. 

http://www.mijrd.com/
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